Review "I am one of those people who, like Nobel, believe that humanity will draw more good than evil from new discoveries" -Marie Sklodowska Curie.
Humble Beginnings
The Department of Nuclear Medicine at PGIMER, Chandigarh was initially conceived in the form of a radioisotope laboratory under the Department of Biophysics, for carrying out various in-vitro tests. Dr. M.M. Rehani and later Dr. C.M. Pathak from the department of Biophysics were the key persons in running the services of this laboratory. The first gamma camera, a 'Picker international' make, arrived in 1989 with the department being assigned as an independent unit in the same year. Dr. I.S. Anand was the first acting head of the department, followed by Prof. B.K. Sharma, Prof. S.D. Deodhar and Prof. S.K. Jindal. Dr. C.M. Pathak continued to work in this independent department in addition to his duties in Biophysics till early 1998. Dr. B.R. Mittal was the first regular faculty to join the department in 1995, taking over as head of the department in 2006. The same year, the first MD batch of Nuclear Medicine was admitted in PGIMER.
The PET center was formally inaugurated in the year 2009, in the vicinity of the department, complete with a GE Discovery STE16 integrated PET/CT scanner and a 16.5 MeV PETtrace cyclotron. The year 2012 marked the opening of a separate unit of the department in the Advanced Cardiac center with the mission of providing dedicated nuclear cardiology services with a Philips Brightview-XCT dual-headed gamma camera.
Fast forward to 2018, and the department is structured in the form of four self-equipped units; General Nuclear Medicine with SPECT and SPECT/CT imaging, Nuclear Medicine Therapy OPD/Ward, PET center and Nuclear Cardiology center.
General Nuclear Medicine
The General Nuclear Medicine unit routinely performs SPECT and SPECT/CT imaging for various non-oncologic and oncologic conditions. It is well equipped with three gamma cameras {GE Discovery NM 670 DR and Siemens Symbia T16 -dual headed SPECT/CT systems, Siemens Symbia E -single headed}, thyroid uptake probe with well counter, multi-purpose hand-held gamma probe and radiopharmacy lab for preparation and dispensing of the radiopharmaceuticals. The routinely performed studies are as following [ Figure 1 
Therapeutic Nuclear Medicine
The Nuclear Medicine Therapy OPD/Ward handles patients with Graves' disease and various thyroid malignancies, providing diagnostic services and 131 I therapy and a host of other radionuclide therapies [ Figure 2 ]. The present therapy ward is a two-bedded unit with planned expansion into a four-bedded ward in the new 250 bed extension of the hospital by the year end. Patients with inoperable neuroendocrine tumors and metastatic prostate carcinoma are provided radionuclide therapy (PRRT with 177 Lu-DOTATATE, 177 Lu-PSMA radioligand therapy). Patients with intractable bone pain secondary to metastatic cancer are offered bone pain palliation ( 177 Lu-DOTMP). In collaboration with the department of Radiodiagnosis, TARE therapy using 90 Y-microspheres and selective internal radiation therapy, using 188 Re-lipiodol (indigenous) is being provided to patients with hepatocellular carcinoma. Radiosynovectomy is being offered to patients with PVNS and other forms of arthritis. 
PET/CT

Nuclear Cardiology
The Nuclear Cardiology center, equipped with a Philips Brightview-XCT dual headed gamma camera and the latest state-of-the-art D-SPECT (dedicated CZT cardiac camera, D-SPECT by Spectrum Dynamics -1 st installation in India) provides dedicated services in the Advanced Cardiac center. Stress Myocardial perfusion scintigraphy ( 99m Tc-MIBI, 201 Tl-chloride) and gated radionuclide ventriculography (MUGA) are performed on a daily basis. Coronary flow reserve estimation studies are also performed.
Research
On the research front, the department takes pride in having regular contributions from the faculty, residents and other students in various national and international journals of repute [ Figure 3 ]. While the number of papers published from the department in Medline indexed 
Academics
The department has a well-structured academic programme for the MD residents, MSc and PhD candidates in the form of Journal clubs, seminars, case presentations, Physics and Radiopharmacy practicals. Interdepartmental joint interactive discussion sessions are continued on regular basis (weekly) with the residents and faculty of Urology, Nephrology, Pediatric Surgery, ENT and Endocrinology departments. The department also has an active participation in the Lymphoma, Thoracic oncology, Head and Neck oncology rounds and Clinico-pathologic meets. The departmental members also routinely take part in the CMEs, symposia and workshops organized in the institute to gain an inter-disciplinary perspective towards approaching the patients. 
Members
Extra-Curricular Activities
To ensure an all-round development, the department encourages and witnesses active participation of its members in various sport tournaments, debate and extempore competitions, essay-writing events and in leadership roles in the Association of Resident Doctors at PGIMER. The residents have been consistently winning accolades for the department at these Institute and inter-college events, managing to pursue their hobbies despite the hectic work schedule.
Pursuit of Excellence
As a whole, the Department of Nuclear Medicine at PGIMER, Chandigarh stands devoted to its cause and commitment for providing better patient care through innovative research, state-of-the-art facilities and widening the outreach of healthcare services to reach every stratum of the society. The department owes its existence and exponential growth to men and women with futuristic vision who worked tirelessly to ensure that the specialty realizes its potential and becomes an inspiring landmark for others to follow.
As present members of the department, it is our duty to uphold these standards and build new ones for the future generation, to ensure the growth continuum. We have a firm belief that the Department of Nuclear Medicine at PGIMER, Chandigarh will be instrumental in the progress of the Nuclear Medicine sciences, both in India as well as globally, settling for 'Nothing, but the best!' I conclude with a quote which continues to inspire all of us, each day, to pursue the stars - 
